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Analytical Solution of Double-Mach Reflection

G. Ben-Dor*
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Beer-Sheva, Israel

The double-Mach reflection (DMR) of oblique shock waves in pseudo-stationary flows has been investigated.
The equations of motion of the first and second triple point were formulated, as well as the relative motion
between these two triple points. The equation of motion for each triple point consists of 14 nonlinear algebraic
equations. An analytical method of solution is presented. Consequently, for the first time a complete analytical
solution of a DMR is given. Utilizing this analytical solution a method for predicting the second triple-point
trajectory angle is developed. The analytical results are compared with experiments that were performed on the
10 x 18 cm Hypervelocity Shock Tube at the University of Toronto Institute for Aeronautical Studies. Good
agreement was obtained.

Introduction

WHEN a planar moving-incident shock wave encounters
a sharp compressive corner in a shock tube, four

different shock-wave reflections can occur, depending upon
the Mach number of the incident shock wave M5, the corner
wedge angle Ow, and the initial thermodynamic state of the gas
(i.e., temperature T0 and pressure P0), although for a perfect
gas this is not required. The four different shock-wave
reflections are shown in Fig. 1: a) regular reflection (RR), b)
single-Mach reflection (SMR), c) complex-Mach reflection
(CMR), and d) double-Mach reflection (DMR).

Although these four reflections were all observed by 1951,
their domains and transitions in both diatomic1 and
monatomic2 gases have been established analytically and
experimentally only recently. This was done by solving the 14
nonlinear oblique-shock-wave equations that describe the
triple point of SMR, CMR, and DMR analytically for both
perfect and imperfect monatomic and diatomic gases. This
unique method of solution is presented subsequently.

Figure 2 represents the domains and transition boundaries
of nonstationary oblique-shock-wave diffractions in the
(MS,0W) plane for imperfect nitrogen (P0 = \5 Torr,
ro = 300K). It is seen that in the range 1<M5<10 two dif-
ferent diffractions of DMR are possible. In one of them the
shock wave at the wedge corner is detached (region 6), while
in the other it is attached (region 7). Further details con-
cerning this figure can be found in Refs. 1 and 3.

Unlike RR and SMR, which are understood and well
covered analytically and experimentally in the literature,1-25

CMR and DMR have been treated mainly experimentally
[Refs. 5 and 9 (discovery of CMR and DMR, respectively),
13-15, and 18]. Since in all of these works the main emphasis
was on deducing quantitative results from experiments, CMR
and DMR were somewhat ignored analytically. Consequently,
it was decided to undertake a detailed study of the DMR in an
effort to bring more light and understanding into this com-
plicated reflection. We believe the major reason that CMR
and DMR have not been as well treated as RR and SMR is
probably due to the difficulty arising from the fact that in
order to treat them correctly, one has to attach the frame of
reference to the kink K of a CMR or the second triple point T1
of a DMR. Consequently, the correct transformation from
the first triple point Tto the second triple point Tl should be
understood and formulated. To the best of our knowledge this
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transformation has never been reported. During the course of
the present research we were able to formulate this trans-
formation correctly. As a consequence, an analytical method
for the prediction of the second triple-point trajectory angle
x' was developed. This method complements the analytical
method reported by Ben-Dor and Glass1'2 for the prediction
of the first triple-point trajectory angle \. The analytical
predictions were substantiated by experimental results which
were obtained in the 10 x 18 cm UTIAS Hypervelocity Shock
Tube.

Analysis
It has been shown by Ben-Dor and Glass l that, in order for

a DMR to form, the flow in region 2 behind the reflected
shock wave R should become supersonic with respect to the
kink K of a CMR (Figs. Ic and Id). Consequently, if Mtj is the
Mach number of the flow in region (/) with respect to ( / )» the
CMR^ DMR transition criterion is:

M2K = (D

It is worthwhile mentioning that it was further found that the
transition boundary line arising from this criterion can also be

Fig. 1 Four possible oblique-shock-wave reflections. Interferograms
(A = 6943 A) were taken with 23-cm-diam field of view Mach-Zehnder
Interferometer in the UTIAS 10 X18 cm Hypervelocity Shock Tube
for nitrogen at initial pressure P0 ~ 15 Torr and temperature T0 « 300
K. /, I] = incident shock waves; /?, Rt = reflected shock waves; M,
Mj =Mach stems; S, Sj = slipstreams; T, Tj = triple points; /if = kink;
X, x' = triple point trajectory angles; 0-5 = thermodynamic states, a)
Regular reflection (RR), wedge angle 0^=60 deg, shock Mach
number Af5=4.68; b) single-Mach reflection (SMR), 0^=10 deg,
A/5=4.72; c) complex-Mach reflection (CMR), 0^=20 deg,
Ms = 6.90; d) double-Mach reflection (DMR), 0W = 40 deg, Ms = 3.76.
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Fig. 2 Domains of different oblique-shock-wave diffractions in
(MS,0W) plane (lines are for imperfect nitrogen with P0 = 15 Torr and
70=300 K): 1) RR with detached shock wave at wedge corner
(detached RR), 2) detached SMR, 3) attached SMR, 4) detached
CMR, 5) attached CMR, 6) detached DMR, 7) attached DMR.

Fig. 3 Schematic diagram of DMR configuration: /, 77, /?, /?7, A/,
Mj, S, Sj, T, Tj, x, \', Ow, states 0-5 as defined in Fig. 1; ̂ ef-
fective wedge angle Q'w = Ow + \-

described quite well by:

(la)

A detailed shock-wave configuration of a DMR is shown in
Fig. 3. Two three-shock confluences (triple points) rand 7"7
are clearly seen. Each consist of three shock waves (I,R,M,
and R,RlfM}, respectively) and one slipstream (S and S 7 ) .
The first shock wave is usually termed incident, the second
reflected, and the third Mach stem. Note that while R is the
reflected shock wave of the first triple point T, it is the in-
cident shock wave of the second three-shock confluence T}.
Each slipstream separates two different thermodynamic states
with equal pressure and flow direction. The shock-wave
configuration is self-similar8'26 and since it started to grow
from the moment the incident shock wave / collided with the
compression corner, the triple points rand Tl should move in

the laboratory coordinates along straight lines emanating
from the corner. These two lines form the corresponding
triple-point trajectory angles \ and x' with the wedge surface.

Analytical Formulation

In a frame of reference attached to the first triple point, the
incident and reflected shock waves (/ and R ) and the Mach
stem (M) can be treated using steady-flow theory. Using the
well-known oblique-shock-wave relations across /, R, and M
one obtains for /:

P0tan</>7 = 7 -6, )

7 =p7£/7sin(07 -07

h0 + !A C/2sin207 =h, + ]/2 U2sin2 (</>7 -07

for R:

p7tan</>2 =p2tan((t>2 -02)

P7 £/7sin<£2 =p2 t/2sin(</>2 - 02 )

Pj +py U2sm2<t>2 =P2 +P2 U2sin2 ( -02)

for M:

Potan<t>3=p3tan(<t)3-63)

PoU0sm(t)3=p3U3sm((t)3-d3)

P0 +PoU2
0$m2<l>3 =P3 +P3 t/f sin2 (<f>3 -63 )

H0 + l/2 U2
0sin2<t>3=h3 + ¥2 U2

3 sin2 (05 -03 )

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(1)

(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

and the boundary conditions across the slipstream S imply:

P2=P3 (14)

0 5 =0 7 T0 2 (15)

where pifPithit and Ui are the density, pressure, enthalpy, and
absolute flow velocity in state (/) and </>,- is the angle of in-
cidence between the flow and the shock wave through which
the flow is deflected by an angle of 0, to become state (/).

It has been shown by Henderson n and Ben-Dor and Glassl

that two different families of triple-point solutions are
possible. The usual one, in which 7 and R deflect the flow
passing through them in opposite directions so that 63=01 —
62, and one in which the flow deflections through /and R are
in the same direction, i.e., 03 =07 +02. For the former family
the minus sign is used in Eq. (15), and the plus sign applies for
the latter. The correct criteria for differing between these two
families a priori were calculated by Ben-Dor3 for both perfect
and imperfect, monatomic and diatomic gases.

The above 14 equations [Eqs. (2-15)] consist of 22 in-
dependent variables (p1,p2,p3,p4,P1,P2,P3,P4,h],h2 ,H3,h4,
U],U2,U3,U4,<t>1,<i)2,<t)3,0},Q2, and 05). Consequently, in
general, 8 of these 22 parameters should be known in order to
solve the remaining 14. However, if thermodynamic
equilibrium is assumed, p,, Pit and /z, are no longer in-
dependent, since under these circumstances two ther-
modynamic properties are sufficient to define a state. As a
consequence, 4 out of the above 12 thermodynamic variables
vanish and one is left with 18 unknowns. Since there are 14
equations, only 4 parameters should be defined in order to
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calculate the remaining 14. The four chosen parameters are
the flow pressure P0 and temperature T0 ahead of the incident
shock wave, the flow velocity U0[U0 = US sec (Ow+x) where
Us is the velocity of the incident shock wave], and the angle of
incidence </>7 between the flow in region 0 and the incident
shock wave 7 [07 =90 -(Ow +x ) l - It is worth mentioning that
upon assuming a calorically and thermally perfect gas,
Henderson n was able to reduce the above set of equations to
a single polynomial of degree 10. The polynomial coefficients
were taken to be functions of 7, M0, and PllP0. (For further
details, see Ref. 11.)

When real gas effects are considered, Eqs. (2-15) cannot be
simplified and the 14 nonlinear equations must be solved. A
unique method of solution recently developed by the present
author is described as follows. It makes use of the fact that
Eqs. (2-15) consist of three identical sets of equations (2-5, 6-
9, and 10-13). The first set [Eqs. (2-5)] involve eight variables:
P0, T0, U0, and </>7 on the left-hand side (LHS) and Pl9 T]f
U]9 and 07 on the right-hand side (RHS). Note that P and T
are selected as the two independent thermodynamic properties
that are required to define a state, i.e., p = p (P,T) and
h = h(P,T). Since the variables in the LHS are all known, the
RHS can be solved to obtain P]f Tlt Ulf and 07. The second
set [Eqs. 6-9)] consists again of eight variables: P7, Tlf Ulf
and <t>2 on the LHS and P2, T2, U2, and 02 on the RHS.
Unlike the first set where all of the LHS parameters were
known, here only Plt TJ9 and U1 (obtained from the solution
of the first set) are known. However, if one guesses the value
of <£2, this set becomes identical to the first set and can be
solved in the same way to obtain P2, T2, U2, and 02. The third
set consists again of eight variables; P0, T0, U0, and <t>3 on the
LHS and P3, T3, U3, and 03 on the RHS. Like the second set
only three out of the four LHS parameters are known (P0, T0,
and U0 ) . Upon guessing the value of 4>3 this set also becomes
identical to the first set and is solved in the same fashion to
give P3, T3, U3, and 83. In the foregoing solution procedure
two values have been guessed, </>2 and </>3. The correct values
of </>2 and </>5 are those which will result in values of
P2,P3,07,02, and 63 that will satisfy the boundary conditions
[Eqs. (14) and (15)]. For further details and computer
programs concerning the solution of Eqs. (2-15), see Ref. 3.

The analytical formulation of the second triple point is
based upon the above mentioned similarity of the flowfields
associated with the first and second triple points and upon an
empirical approximation for the relative motion of the second
triple point. Consider Figs. 4a and 4b which describe the
flowfields in the vicinity of T and T7, respectively. Let the
notation b = a mean that symbol b in Fig. 4b is equivalent
(analogous) to symbol a in Fig. 4a. Following this notation
one can write; state (1) = state (0), state (2) = state (1), state
(5) = state (2), state (4) = state (3);

R = I, Rj=R, M}=M, Sj=S;

4 = U3

/)/ _
(72 — (

and finally,

>j=0 7 , 0j=02, and < / > 4 = <

Applying this analogy to Eqs. (2-15) results in the oblique-
shock-wave equations that describe the second triple point,
i.e.,

for/?:

PlUf
1sm<t>2=p2U2sm(<t>2-6'2)

P7 +p7 U^sin2^, = P2 + p2U2
2sin2 (<t>2-B2 )

(16)

(17)

(18)

Fig. 4 Similarity between flowfields
in vicinity of triple points 7 and Tf: a)
flow in vicinity of 7, b) flow in vicinity
of T.

b)

for/?7:

p2tan</>j=p5tan«>j-0;)

h2 + !/2U2
2sm2<t>'5=h5

forA/7:

PlU'jSm<t>4=p4U4sm(<l>4-04)

t>4-84)

And finally the boundary conditions across 57 are:

P5=P4

(19)

(20)

(21)

(22)

(23)

(24)

(25)

(26)

(27)

(28)

(29)

The prime denotes that the properties are measured with
respect to the second triple point. It is omitted from the
thermodynamic properties since they do not depend upon the
frame of reference from which they are calculated.

Since Eqs. (16-29) are identical in their form to Eqs. (2-15),
they can be solved using the same procedure. To do so, the
LHS parameters of the first set [Eqs. (16-19)] should be
known. The thermodynamic parameters P7 and Tl are known
from the solution of Eqs. (2-15). Therefore, only U'j and </>j
need to be calculated. Their calculation involves a trans-
formation of the already calculated values of U l and </>2 from
a frame of reference attached to T to a frame of reference
attached to Tf .

The self-similarity of the reflection phenomenon26 (i.e., the
fact that any point on the wave configuration having a radius
vector f with the corner as origin is transformed to a new
point cf where c is a scalar constant) implies that the angles
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Fig. 5 Relative motion of second triple point T1 with respect to first
triple point T.

between the shock waves do not change. Consequently, the
second triple point Tj moves along a line formed by the
reflected shock wave R with respect to the first triple point T.

Consider Fig. 5a in which T moves with the velocity VTL, in
the laboratory frame of reference, along a line inclined at an
angle x to the wedge. The second triple point Tl moves along
the the line defined by R with the velocity VTlT with respect to
T. In the laboratory frame of reference Tl moves along a line
inclined at an angle x' to the wedge surface with velocity
VTlL. Simple vector analysis yields:

\VTL\=USCOSQC<I>] (30)

(Note I VTL I = U0 by definition.) If the distance traveled by /
from the moment it collided with the wedge corner is L5, then
the time passed is:

and the velocity of Twith respect to Tl:

T!T ~ At ~ Lv
 s~

(31)

(32)

where LTl is the distance between Tand T, and L is defined as
LT1/L,.

Law and Glass15 have developed an analytical method by
which the location of Tl can be predicted in fairly good
agreement with experiments. In their analysis they assumed
the Mach stem to be straight and perpendicular to the wedge
surface. Consequently, they arrived at the following empirical
relation15

LD=Ls[l-(Po/P])] (33)

where LD and Ls are defined in Fig. 5a. This result was later
found by Bazhenova, et al.,19 to be very good in the range
#H/<40 deg and fairly good elsewhere. Applying this result we

VIT, - U1,

Fig. 6 Schematic diagram illustrating change in dynamic properties
as measured from second triple point T}, due to its motion with
respect to first triple point T.

calculate:

£=(Po/P;)cosec«>7+</>2-07) (34)

Inserting Eq. (34) into Eq. (32) yields:

I VTlT I = (Po/Pi ) USCOSQC (</)7 + <t>2 - e} ) (35)

Consider now Fig. 6 in which Tl moves along the x axis
(defined along the reflected shock wave R) at velocity VTlT
with respect to T. Simple vector analysis yields that:

where V IT is the flow velocity in region 1 with respect to T
(i.e., VIT=U1) and Vx

lTl and Vy
1Tl are the x and y com-

ponents of the velocity of the flow in state 1 with respect to
TJy i.e., the x and y components of Uj. The value of Uj then
becomes:

(36)

(37)

whereas the value of </>] is:

m

Inserting the value of VT]T from Eq. (35) into Eqs. (36) and
(37) finally results in

' = u 17 ; sin(02+07-07)

_7T__________sin02__________1
L cos</>2 — sin (07 — 0 7 ) cosec(</>2 + </>7 — 0 7 ) J

V '

(39)j ) cosec(</>2

Using trigonometric functions Eq. (39) can be simplified to:

<^=0 2 +0 7 -0 7 (40)

Since all the variables in Eqs. (38) and (40) are known once
Eqs. (2-15) are solved, one can calculate Uj and </>]. Con-
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sequently, the four parameters required for solving Eqs. (16-
29) are analytically determined, and Eqs. (16-19) can be
solved by the method presented earlier for the solution of Eqs.
(2-15).

Prediction of Second Triple-Point Trajectory
It is clear from Fig. 5a that

x'=90dcg-dw-<t>'} (41)

The velocity of Tl with respect to the laboratory frame of
reference can be written as

where VTlT is the velocity of Tt with respect to T and VTL is
the velocity of T with respect to the laboratory frame of
reference. Using the x, y coordinates of Fig. 5a, the x and y
components of VTlL can be expressed as follows:

(42)

(43)

where o> is the angle between the incident and reflected shock
waves (/and/?).

If the frame of reference is attached to T} the angle of
incidence $\ between the flow in state 0 and the incident shock
wave is:

andInserting Eqs. (42) and (43) into the above expression
making use of Eqs. (30) and (32) results in

, f 1—Ls'mu ~\
Lcot</); 4-Lcosco J

The angle o> can be expressed using Fig. 5b as follows

Inserting Eqs. (34) and (45) into Eq. (44) yields

1-Pol Pi> = tan~ '[ 7"
Lcot</>7- (p0/p• (p0/p])cot(<t>2+<t>]-6]

Upon inserting Eq. (46) into Eq. (41) one finally obtains

]-Pol Pix'=90deB-Ow-tan~1\—-————Lcot07-(p0 / /c(p0 /p7)cot(</>24-07-<

(44)

(45)

(46)

7>]
(47)

Thus for a set of given initial conditions P0, T0, Ms, and
0W , the value of x (the first triple-point trajectory angle) can
be calculated using the appropriate method.1'3 Once x is
known, 0 7=90 deg-fl^-x and M0=M5cosec </>7 are ob-
tained and Eqs. (2-15) can be solved since all the LHS
parameters of Eqs. (2-5) are defined. The solution of Eqs. (2-
15) provides the parameters required to calculate U\ and </>7
from Eqs. (38) and (40), respectively, that are needed for
solving Eqs. (16-29) and to calculate x' from Eq. (47).

The dependence of the second triple-point trajectory angle
Xf upon the actual wedge angle 6W for constant Ms for perfect
and imperfect gases (P0 = 15 Torr, T0 = 300 K) is shown in
Figs. 7a and 7b, respectively. It is seen that x' decreases as Ow
and Ms increase. The curves corresponding to Ms = 3 and 10
are reproduced in Fig. 7c in order to examine the dependence
of x' upon the real gas effect. Figure 7c indicates that real gas
effects increase the value of x' - The stronger they are (i.e., the
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Fig. 7 Variation of second triple point x' with wedge angle Ow for a
given incident shock-wave Mach number Ms: a) perfect diatomic gas
7 = 7/5; b) imperfect nitrogen P0 = 15 Torr, 70=300 K; c) com-
parison between perfect and imperfect nitrogen for weak (Ms = 3) and
strong (Ms = 10) incident shock waves.



SEPTEMBER 1980 ANALYTICAL SOLUTION OF DOUBLE-MACH REFLECTION 1041

35

- 30
X

I

£25

• 20

15

10

30°.
Perfect Nitrogen
Imperfect Nitrogen

k 45°

1 2 4 6 8 10
Incident Shock Wave Mach Number -Ms

Fig. 8 Variation of x' with Ms for a given 6'w (0^ = 0W +\): solid
lines show imperfect nitrogen, P0 = 15 Torr, T0 = 300 K; dashed lines
show perfect diatomic gas y - 7/5.
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Fig. 9 Variation of \' with Ms for given 0^: solid lines show im-
perfect nitrogen P0 = 15 Torr, T0 =300 K; dashed lines show perfect
diatomic gas.

stronger M5) the more they contribute to the value of x' - The
value of x' as a function of the effective wedge angle
0 ^ ( 0 V V + X or 0^ = 90 deg-</> 7) and the incident shock-wave
Mach number Ms for both perfect and imperfect nitrogen is
shown in Fig. 8. Again it is seen that the imperfect gas value
of x' is greater than the perfect gas value. The larger Ms the
larger the difference between these two values is. It is im-
portant to note that as Ms increases the imperfect gas lines
(solid) level out, resulting in a situation in which x' is in-
dependent of Ms, i.e., x' =x' ( 0 w ) only. This is not the case
for a perfect gas, where x' continues to decrease as Ms in-
creases. The value of x' as a function of Ms with the actual
wedge angle 0W as a parameter is shown in Fig. 9. The dashed
lines are again for perfect nitrogen and the solid line for
imperfect nitrogen at P0 = 15 Torr and T0 = 300 K. Figure 9
indicates that for imperfect gases, x' becomes independent of
Ms at a high Mach number, resulting in a situation where
x' = x' (0^) only. It is worth mentioning again that Figs. 7-9
were obtained analytically by solving Eqs. (2-15) and (47).
Since Eqs. (2-15) also describe a SMR, values of \' can also
be obtained mathematically for cases where DMR does not
exist by simply inserting the required values into Eq. (47). To
the best of our understanding, these values have no physical
meaning. However, it was decided to plot the resultant values
of x' for this case as well.

Graphical Solution of DMR
Like the analytical solution of DMR, the graphical solution

is also done in two steps: first, the frame is reference is at-
tached to the first triple point T and then it is attached to the
second triple point Tj. First the /and R polars (Fig. lOa) are
drawn in the same way they are drawn for SMR.3'15 States 2
and 3 of Fig. 3 are at the point where /and R polars intersect.
Note that all flow directions are measured with respect to the
first triple-point trajectory, i.e., 60 =0 since the flow in state 0
moves parallel to the first triple-point trajectory and 62=03
since the flows in both sides of the slipstream are parallel.
Consider Fig. lOb in which 0 and 0' are two angles
corresponding to an arbitrary direction measured from two
different frames of reference at Tand T}, respectively.

Geometrical consideration yields

0 = 0' + (x '~x) (48)

or alternatively

(49)

where </>, = 90 deg-(6w + \) and </>; =90 deg-(0w + x ' ) and
</>y is given by Eq. (46). Consequently, state 1 in a frame of
reference attached to Tl is at 07' =07 — (07 — c/>7') and P\ = Pl
(no change in thermodynamic properties while changing the
frame of reference). The flow Mach number in state 1 with
respect to T1 is obtained from Eq. (38) by dividing both the
LHS and the RHS by the speed of sound al. States 2 and 3 are
in a frame of reference attached to T}, i.e., states 2' and 3'
are at the point where a constant pressure line drawn from
states 2 and 3 intersects the R' polar that corresponds to M\
and is drawn from state 1'. Once state 2' is known the R1
polar corresponding to MJ, P'2—P2, and T'2 — T2 is drawn.
States 4' and 5' are at the point where the R} polar intersects
the/?' polar.

It should be mentioned that Henderson and Lozzi16

presented a graphical solution of DMR. Unfortunately,
however, their solution fails to account for the fact that the
flows in states 1 and 2 move more slowly with respect to Tl
than they do with respect to T7, owing to the relative motion
between T and Tj. Their solution would be correct if the
reflection process was steady and not pseudosteady as it is.
Consequently, to the best of our knowledge, this is the first
time that a graphical solution for DMR is presented.

Comparison with Experiments
The experimental data of a detailed study of the shock-

wave reflection phenomenon24 were used to check the ac-
curacy of the present method for predicting x ' - The ex-
periments were performed using the 10x18 cm UTIAS
Hypervelocity Shock Tube. The process was recorded using a
23 cm-diam field of view Mach-Zehnder interferometer
equipped with a giant-pulse, dual-frequency ruby laser.

Figure 11 is a reproduction of Fig. 9 for 6W = 30 and 40 deg
that lie in the DMR domain (Fig. 2). While a very good
agreement is obtained for 6W = 30 deg over the entire range of
M5, for 0W =40 deg the agreement is good only for Ms <7. In
the range MS>1 the experimental values of x' are smaller
than the analytically predicted value. This we believe is
probably due to the fact that in Eq. (47) (by which x' is
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40

a)

Fig. 10 Graphical solution of DMR: a) shock-polar presentation of
DMR in pressure-deflection (P,0) plane, nitrogen, Ms =4.68, Ow =40
deg, x = 4.8 deg, P0 = 15 Torr, T0 = 297.4; b) schematic diagram
showing rotation involved in moving frame of reference from Tto T f .

results lie between the perfect and the imperfect values. This
might suggest that the flow is neither perfect nor in thermo-
dynamic equilibrium, but in an intermediate nonequilibrium
state.

Conclusions
During the present investigation the following have been

achieved:
1) The equations describing the DMR were given and their

solution (analytical) was presented.
2) The relative motion of the second triple point with

respect to the first triple point was investigated and for-
mulated empirically.

3) The graphical solution (shock-polar presentation) of a
DMR was given.

4) An analytical method for the prediction of the second
triple-point trajectory angle was developed. The results were
compared with actual experiments and good agreement was
obtained.

Consequently, it can be summarized that our recon-
sideration of DMR complements the existing work on RR and
SMR. It has brought understanding to this important problem
which is the building block of much more complicated
processes involving blast and detonation waves.

It is worthwhile mentioning that two assumptions (both
initiated by Law and Glass15) were used in developing the
analyses for the predictions of the first and second triple-point
trajectory angles. The Mach stem was assumed to be straight
and normal to the wedge surface, and the location of the
second triple point was assumed to follow Eq. (33). Un-
fortunately, these two assumptions are not accurate enough
over the entire range of 6W. While the first assumption is
better for large wedge angles,3>15 the second is very good only
in the range 6W<40 deg.19 Consequently, better method for
the prediction of x and x' are still required.
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Fig. 11 Verification of x' as function of Ms and Bw: solid lines show
imperfect nitrogen P0 = 15 Torr, T0 = 300 K; dashed lines show
perfect diatomic gas 7 = 7/5 (all data points are from present study).

predicted) we made use of Eq. (34) which is based upon the
empirical Eq. (33) found by Bazhenova19 to be very good in
the range 6W<40 deg and only fairly good elsewhere. It
should be mentioned, however, that all of the experimental
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